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ABSTRACT 

This brief introduces a research-based practice, 

Collaborative Strategic Reading (CSR) . This reading comprehension practice, 
designed to improve secondary students' reading comprehension skills, 
combines two instructional elements: modified reciprocal teaching and 
cooperative learning or student pairing. In reciprocal teaching, teachers and 
students take turns leading a dialogue concerning key features of text 
through summarizing, questioning, clarifying, and predicting. Reciprocal 
teaching was developed with the intention of aiding students having 
difficulty with reading comprehension. CSR is implemented in two phases: 
teaching the strategies and cooperative learning group activity. During the 
first phase, students learn four strategies: preview, click and clunk, get 
the gist, and wrap up. Preview is used before reading the entire text for the 
lesson and wrap up is used after reading the entire text for the lesson. The 
other two strategies, click and clunk and get the gist, are used multiple 
times, after each paragraph, while reading the text. During the second phase, 
students engage in peer-led cooperative learning groups. Teachers first set 
the stage for engaging cooperative groups and then select materials for CSR. 
Procedures during this phase include whole class introduction, cooperative 
group activities during CSR strategies, and whole class wrap up strategies. 
(Contains 17 references.) (CR) 
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